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gracious goddess left me and made her way inland, while I went
to my ship and ordered my men to embark and loose the haw-
sers. They did so promptly, went to the benches, sat down in
their places and struck the grey surf with their oars. Then the
fair Circe, that formidable goddess with a woman's voice, sent
us the friendly escort of a favourable wind, which sprang up
from astern and filled the sail of our blue-painted ship. We set
the tackle in order fore and aft and then sat down, while the
wind and the helmsman kept her on her course.
(I was much perturbed in spirit and before long took my men
into my confidence. "My friends," I said, "it is not right that
only one or two of us should know the prophecies that Circe, in
her divine wisdom, has made to me, and I am going to pass them
on to you, so that we may all be forewarned, whether we die or
escape the worst and save our lives. Her first warning concerned
the mysterious Sirens. We must beware of their song and give
their flowery meadow a wide berth. I alone, she suggested,
might listen to their voices; but you must bind me hard and
fast, so that I cannot stir from the spot where you will stand me,
by the step of the mast, with the rope's ends lashed round the
mast itself. And if I beg you to release me, you must tighten and
add to my bonds."
(I thus explained every detail to my men. In the meantime our
good ship, with that perfect wind to drive her, fast approached
the Sirens' Isle. But now the breeze dropped, some power lulled
the waves, and a breathless calm set in. Rising from their seats
my men drew in the sail and threw it into the hold, then sat
down at the oars and churned the water white with their blades
of polished pine. Meanwhile I took a large round of wax, cut it
up small with my sword, and kneaded the pieces with all the
strength of my fingers. The wax soon yielded to my vigorous
treatment and grew warm, for I had the rays of my Lord the
Sun to help me. I took eachofmymen in turn and plugged their
ears with it. They then made me a prisoner on my ship by bind-
ing me hand and foot, standing me up by the step of the mast
and tying the rope's ends to the mast itself. This done, they sat

